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“A Spiritual Way Through A Pandemic”
For the past two and a half months now, we have been focused on how to lessen the physical and the economic damage that is a result of the COVID-19 virus. But, what about our spiritual stamina? Is that an issue?
Is that an essential matter today? We have been locked inside; we have forfeited our common worship. Now,
we are at the threshold of a kind of spiritual malady that is lurking throughout our country and, I guess, the
world.
We are waiting on tests and vaccines that will help us to successfully combat COVID-19. They are not, yet, in
place for wide usage. There is, however, a way to check out your spiritual health. Perhaps these questions
will suffice:




Are you having difficulty concentrating? Do you feel you have lost purpose?
Are you confused about your place in your community or in the world?
Do you question some of the basics of the faith? Are some of the practices that have held you up in the
past suddenly seem empty or meaningless?

If you answer “yes” to any of these questions, I think there may be some ways to protect yourself and your
sense of spirit. Let me strongly suggest that you “stay the course” in terms of daily prayer. Listen to God’s
voice during times of intentional silence each day (we call this Centering Prayer…and we have been practicing it at Main Street for the past 9 months as a faith community). Words of healing and grace will abound, I
am confident. And, above all, reach out—to a friend, to me. I am eager to discuss with you ways that can enable you to protect your spiritual health in these difficult days.

This past Sunday was Pentecost Sunday. We considered the breath of God that infuses the Spirit inside each
of us. This power will help us during a pandemic. We recalled how the disciples were fearful after the death
of their friend Jesus; yet, the Spirit came upon them and they spoke boldly and began to do amazing things.
Sure, this virus that wreaks havoc across our land is a dangerous thing. The peace of Christ can spread, too,
by the power of the Holy Spirit. Look at your own spiritual health; take inventory of your walk with God and
see if there are not ways to be spiritually healthy during these trying days. Our world needs people who are
alive in the Spirit and filled with Christ’s peace. This is our best option for combating fear, hostility, panic, and
anger that is so rampant today.
The Peace of Christ Be With You!
Joe
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Ann Marie
Noell

Rick Baber
Peggy &
John
Burton

7

8

9am– Sausage
Biscuit Giveaway
10a– Sunday School
Forum (F.Hall)
11:10a– Worship,
Graduation Recognition (Parking Lot)
12p– Luncheon

Hannah
Roberts

14

15

Jacob Hardy
Wayne &
Martha
Cadarette

Marybeth
Nelson

Dean Craddock S.S.
Class– Soup Kitchen

21

22

Terry &
Duncan Bryan

Lisa & Tim
Goodman
Book
Discussion—
2pm

28
Wanda Cole
Kennedy
Kolessar
Susan &
Chuck Clark

29

9
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Fri
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3

4

5

6

Lynn Noetzel

Katie Noetzel

Phyllis
Holderby

Dan Daniel
Mike Peoples

Peggy &
Tommy
Saunders
10a– Snack Kit

Makayla Thomas
Melissa &
Tommy
Matherly
Sidewalk Evening
Prayer-5:45pm

David Mooney
Jr.

10

11

12

Randy Overby

Ethan Mann

Parker Turpin

Anna Varnedoe

Joe is at Sip
Coffee –3pm

Mary Jon
& Danny Love
10a– Snack Kit
Distribution

16

17

Kayleigh Perkinson
Linda & Ed Thomas
Becky & Johnny
Hoover
Doug & Connie
Marrs

13

Sarah Cadarette
Nancy & David
McCuen

Joe is at Crave Nutrition

18

19

20

26

27

Chuck Clark

Lynn &
Gilbert
Noetzel

Sarah Bullock Mike & Sherry Dale Erickson
Rountree
Sidewalk
10a– Snack Kit
Evening
Distribution
Prayer5:45pm

23
Chris
Matherly

Sandra
& Curtis
Dickens
Joe is at SipCoffee

30

Carolyn Baber Chris Peoples
Austin Booker
Tommy
Matherly

24

25

10a– Snack Kit Duncan Bryan
Kenny Bryant
Distribution
Cody Ward
7pm–
Joe is at Crave
Trustees
Nutrition—3pm
Sidewalk Evening
Meeting
Prayer-5:45pm

Mary Lynn &
Larry Somers

Melissa &
Riley Pugh

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ZOOM CALLS
Since COVID-19, we have had a variety of “Zoom Calls” in the past 30 days (or so). We will continue these
through the month of June as a way to try to be in touch with one another. Watch your email accounts for
“Zoom Invites” from the pastor. There are also “call in” options available. Please notify the office if you are
having any difficulty accessing these Zoom Calls. Here is our June Zoom Call schedule:
Wednesday, June 3 @ 4p
Thursday, June 11 @ 11a
Tuesday, June 23 @ 5p

WORSHIP FOR JUNE 7
On June 7, we will be gathering in a little different fashion for our worship service. We will have
chairs set up in front of the sanctuary building (underneath a tent), underneath the portico and in
front of our education/fellowship building (with tent). We will be celebrating with our recent high
school and college graduates. You no longer have to stay in your cars; we do encourage as many as
possible to bring a chair (there will be room). Of course, any who prefer to remain in cars for safety’s sake, should feel encouraged to do it.
LUNCH ON JUNE 7
Following worship on June 7, we will have a fellowship luncheon on our front lawn. We have
planned for a BBQ luncheon that day (do not bring any food). We will have tables set up outside
the front part of the church. We ask everyone who intends to stay for the luncheon to RSVP by Friday, June 5 at noon.
A RETURN TO CHRISTIAN EDUCATION ON SUNDAYS
This Sunday, June 7, we will have an Adult “Forum” in our fellowship hall. With the Commons
area, hallways, bathrooms and fellowship halls properly sanitized and prepared for distance seating,
we will gather for the topic (book) It’s Not Supposed to Be This Way. Our teachers for this
“Forum” are Susan Clark, Karen Daniel, Doug Marrs and Joe Tarpley. (please note: there will be
no children’s or youth classes in June; there will be no nursery available in June. But, we encourage children/youth to join us for worship!)
SAUSAGE BISCUIT GIVE AWAY
On Sunday, June 7, we will be giving away sausage biscuits to any in our community who happen
by…including any Main Street church community folks as well. This will be in lieu of our UMM/
Community Breakfast for this first Sunday. We hope to bring our first Sunday breakfasts back
soon.
SIP COFFEE & CRAVE NUTRITION GATHERINGS IN JUNE
During these days of COVID-19, several have found fellowship opportunities available at Sip
Coffee (Scales St.) and Crave Nutrition (next to the Reid House) (both are downtown). Joe has met
several of our Main Streeters there on a weekly basis from April to Mid-May. We will continue to
meet periodically for “refreshment” and fellowship in June. Here’s Joe’s schedule for June:
@ Sip Coffee on June 9
@ Crave Nutrition on June 11
@ Sip Coffee on June 23
@ Crave Nutrition on June 25
All meeting times are 3p.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

SOUP KITCHEN
Main Street’s Dean Craddock Sunday School Class will be serving at the Reidsville Soup Kitchen on
June 14. Thank you for your service to the community!

JUNE MEETINGS
The Trustees of Main Street Church will meet on Wednesday, June 24 at 7p, in the Fellowship Hall.
Trustees of the Church are Doug Marrs, Denise Brady, Susie Parks, Vicky Alston, Tim Goodman,
Jesse Sigmon, John Aswell, and Pam Turpin. We will set up the fellowship hall in consideration of
social distancing and for other related safety precautions.
SIDEWALK EVENING PRAYERS RETURN
Any who are available are invited to join us for a brief Sidewalk Evening Prayer on THURSDAYS AT 545P.
The brief opportunity of worship is steeped in psalms and other writings of Scripture and Christian thinkers.
This is an opportunity for us to meet out in front of the sanctuary to bolster our witness of the importance of
prayer in our life and in the life of our community. Occasionally, we seek volunteers to read the prayers (very
simply done). If you are interested in volunteering, please contact the church’s office.

LUNCH AND LEARNS RETURN IN AUGUST
Our suspended “Lunch and Learn” series from this past Spring are rescheduled for the later Summer and Fall.
The dates are August 16, September 27, October 25 and November 15 (each one convenes following morning
worship). Our topic for these sessions is on the Christian theologian/scholar Thomas Aquinas. Aquinas was
one of the most influential thinkers in the history of Christianity and, for that matter, in western civilization.
We will explore his own notions on God, angels, evil, morality, sex, war, and politics. Join us for these sessions. A sign up sheet will be made available in the Commons area.

TELLING SECRETS
Fiction and nonfiction writer, Frederick Buechner, describes the story of his father’s alcohol abuse and
suicide in a book titled Telling Secrets. He reveals in this book how this episode in his life’s journey
influenced him as a son, father, husband and minister. Any interested in reading this book with Joe
during the summer is asked to contact Joe (phone 336-613-3085; email-- jtarpley.1@netzero.com) in
order to get a copy of the book. We will meet to discuss the book on June 22, July 20, and August 17
at 2p each of these days. Place for meeting will be determined soon!

MAIN STREET FINANCES
We want to thank you for all your support of our church especially the past two and a half months.
These have been difficult days for our world, our community and our church. It is so hard not to be together. Finding ways to stay connected has been a challenge. Your continued support is a positive
“nod” that you believe the church is doing what it can do to be in ministry with and for our church and
community. If your ability to give has been hindered in some way due to the pandemic, please know
that we understand and that we pray for your individual circumstances. As always, thank you ALL for
your prayers, presence, gifts and service.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
YOUTH PLANS FOR SUMMER
While we are on “break” due to the coronavirus, we hope to get our youth together again real soon.
We are thinking about a couple of summer events for July and/or August that will pull them together
along with friends. We miss seeing our young people and the fellowship that is enjoyed. Watch for
details in the next few weeks on what we have in mind. Stay well and stay safe!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL FOR SUMMER 2020
This year’s VBS theme is “Rocky Railway: Jesus’ Power Pulls Us Through.” Our dates are tentatively scheduled for evenings August 2-3-4. We will be planning in very extra special ways this coming
year. Some things will be different from year’s previously because of the health crisis happening today. Put the dates on your calendar. Pray for the success of this year’s VBS. We’ll be putting out
more information in our July newsletter.

OFFICE HOURS/PASTOR’S SCHEDULE
Typically, our church office is open Monday through Friday at 830a. The office is closed by noon for
lunch. The office reopens from 1p until (around) 430p (except on Fridays). Often, if there is little activity, we may close the office earlier. It might be a best practice to call before you come if you are in
doubt about seeing someone in the office. The pastor always publishes a “Day by Day” and posts it in
the Commons area, at his office door and with the church’s administrator. If you would like a specific
appointment with Joe, please call the church office. Thank you.
(THERE ARE NO OFFICE CLOSINGS SECHEDULED FOR JUNE—such as for holidays)

Scripture Readers for June 2020
June 7 - Jim Carroll
June 14- Doug Marrs
June 21- Connie Marrs
June 28– Martha Carroll

Church Family: Everette Sykes; Ramona Setliff; Charlie Setliff; Jimmy Waynick;
Tommie Ward; Nancy Powell; John Noell; Geoff Peoples; Sandra Apple; Family of Pete Parks,
Mike & Susie Parks, John & Peggy Burton; all homebound members; members in nursing facilities; our church and one another.
In the Community: Rosalie Pickard; Judy Moore; Ashley Taylor; Barbara Moyer; Renee
Griffiths; Tammi Romine (friend of Martha Carroll’s); Matt Ritchie (Friend of JD and Jan Paschal); Bob Deal and Family; Bill Hanes (Jan Paschal’s brother);Mike Tabor; Lisa Diedrich(Joe
McAllister’s Mom);Douglas Diedrich (Joe’s Stepdad); Stacy Setliff; Joe & Nina Chandler
(health issues);Jordan Massey; GW (resident of Avante); Mayanna Guisinger; Brenda Cayton;
Theresa Kocher; Helen Lovins; Brenda Odell; Tish Gemmill (esophageal cancer, Marguerite’s
sister); Steve (Tyke) Allen (stroke); Deborah Caskey-Slamon; Iris Conner (Norma’s Aunt);
Randy Abercrombie (cancer) & family; Bill Schaur (cancer, member of Sunnycrest Church);
Tommiann Hill; Nancy Baker (Mary Ella’s Sister); Suzanne Cotter (friend of Laura Craddock);
Tamesia Bondurant (Beth Booker’s mom); Dianna Addison (Tom Hardy’s Aunt); the Dollyhigh
Family; Taylor; Stacey Cantoni (Joe McAllister’s sister); Ron Wheeler; Gary Powers (friend of
Terry Brown); Mitch Mason (UNC FCA Chaplain); the world.

In Memory of:
Ginger Brantley
by Norma Craddock

Memorial Fund

Jane Bryant
by Kris & Debbie Lassiter Pastor's Discretionary Fund

A STAY AT HOME DEVOTIONAL EXERCISE

