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2020
“Thoughts on Moving Forward”
Even in the midst of a pandemic, there are signs of new life at Main Street Church!
We are continuing to see activity, fellowship, opportunities for worship and more as we
seek to find a new rhythm for how we “do church.” For all of our successes, we have
all of you good people who are a part of this church family to thank. Our church members take part in so many of the ministries that go on here.

One of the “take aways” (for me) from our past season of pastor and staff evaluations
at Main Street has been a need to update our understanding of what the church values and its mission and ministry statement as a result. We need to think about our
goals for the next year or two and how we can see those goals come to pass. This
work, too, takes place when several of our members come together and think through
the path (or paths) that is (are) essential to realize success where mission and ministry in the future is concerned.
During October, I will be inviting specific persons to take part in this task of identifying
values at Main Street and, then, setting specific goals and aims for ministry in the
coming year. THIS IS YOUR ONE-TIME INVITATION to join the team. If you want to
be a part of this effort, please contact me directly (by phone—336-613-3085 or by
email—jtarpley.1@netzero.com).
We want there to be a system in place at Main Street so that we can keep our mission
alive! Developing a purpose and strategy for ministry is critical as we face a new
year—especially on the heels of a pandemic. I am convinced that we will do things differently compared to the way we did things prior to March of this year. Your voice,
mind and spirit in helping to shape this future will be critical as we move ahead.
Regards,
Joe

October 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

Sidewalk
Evening
Prayer– 5:45

Caroline
Mooney

Phyllis
Cundiff

8

9

10

UMW Thrift
Sale

UMW Thrift
Sale

Steve Luking
Jeffrey Permar

Gavin
Nykamp

4

5

6

UMM Biscuit
Give-Away-9am
UMM Meeting-5
Pet Blessing –4p
Jeff & Susan
Permar

Lee Bunton
Eileen
Shepperson
Playschool
Meeting-11am
Bible Study –7p

Intercessory
Prayer– 10:30a
Zoom Bible
Study– 1p

7
Jada & Clark
Johnston

UMW Thrift
Sale

Sidewalk
Evening
Prayer– 5:45

Finance
Committee
Meeting– 7p

11

12

13

14

15

16

Geoff Peoples
FaithbuildersSoup Kitchen
House
Fellowship
Lunch-12:30p

Bible Study –7p

Intercessory
Prayer– 10:30a
Zoom Bible
Study– 1p

Susan Clark

Jim Carroll
Adam Lassiter

Mason Fulcher

20

21

18
Peggy Burton
Pam Turpin
Larry Somers
Youth Gathering
-4p

25
Lunch & Learn12p
Thanksgiving
Organizational
Meeting-5p

Krissy &
Tom Hardy

19
Lindsay Collins
Bible Study –7p
Sharon & Craig
Dickens
Mary Ella &
George Pollock

26
Terry Cundiff
Suzanne &
Tommy
Massey
Kami & Dale
McKinney

Sidewalk
Evening
Prayer– 5:45

Graham Davis
Jill & Steve
Daniel

Scotty Hester
Harley Matherly

Graham Rothrock

22

17
Steve &
Sally
Fulcher

23

24

Sidewalk
Evening
Prayer– 5:45

Intercessory
Prayer– 10:30a
Zoom Bible Study–

27

28

29

30

31

George Lewis
Ed Thomas
Donna Poole
Intercessory
Prayer– 10:30a

Ivy Parker
David Jones

Sandra Dickens
Sidewalk
Evening
Prayer– 5:45

Jane & John
Aswell

Jacquelyn
Sullivan
Children’s
Halloween
Event-5p

Zoom Bible Study–

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SUNDAY SCHOOL FORUMS CONTINUE IN OCTOBER
Join us for Sunday School weekly at 10a (we begin gathering at 9:45a). For October 4 & 11, we will meet in the
basement/former youth room near the office suites for the forum (and conclude by 10:40a). For the remainder of the
month, join us in our church’s dining/fellowship hall. This month we are looking at Bob Goff’s DREAM BIG. Goff reminds us that God has given us gifts, talents, abilities and dreams! For various reasons, we may not access and live out
our dreams to their fullest capacity. This is an opportunity to consider our dreams and how we can reconnect with passions that God has placed inside of us! Various people in our church lead the forum. Come as you are able and comfortable attending!
WORSHIP AT MAIN STREET
As we continue to consider the safest way(s) to gather on Sundays for our “number 1 purpose” (worship!), we are mindful of the change of weather that comes with the onset of Fall. For the first part of October (at least), we will continue
to gather outside for our 9a worship service and at 11a in our Sanctuary. We owe a tremendous amount of thanks to the
people who help us maintain safety as we gather inside. Ushers, people checking temperature at the front door, Justin
on the Organ and arranging for guest musicians weekly, communion stewards all help us to have the best experience
possible. Please notice the printed guidelines we have in place at our front entrances. We are appreciative of each one’s
cooperation from week to week.

FIRST SUNDAY COMMUNION
This coming Sunday, October 4, is World Communion Sunday. We join hearts and hands (at the table) for this sacramental practice in the life of our church. For now, we are serving Communion in individual’s pews. If participating,
you will receive a cup that has both the bread and wine (juice). Serving Communion this way insures safety and good
health practices for those who attend and take part.
YOUTH NEWS FOR OCTOBER
Our youth had a good time walking the Bog Gardens in September (and eating Japanese food after). In October, we
will (safely) resume Youth Sunday School “in person.” Join us on Sundays (gathering at 945a) in the large basement
gathering room for this weekly meeting with Hal Griffin. Class usually starts at 10a and will conclude around 1040a.
SOCIAL GATHERING—We will meet at the home of Jane & John (and Natalie) Aswell on October 18 at 4p. We’ll
play games and have ice cream. Your friend(s) are welcome to join you that afternoon. Reminder notices will be sent
closer to the date.
CENTERING & INTERCESSORY PRAYER
All are welcome to participate in weekly Centering Prayer on Tuesdays at 1030a. We meet in our sanctuary for a time
of reflection and then conclude by sharing names of people or concerns that we have that may warrant our prayers.
SIDEWALK EVENING PRAYER CONTINUES ON THURSDAYS
Join us each Thursday for a brief time of sharing scripture readings, concerns for others and prayers. We meet on the
front lawn or sidewalk of the church (underneath the portico if raining) at 545p each week for this opportunity of worship and devotion. Sometimes we are joined by people in our immediate community who pass by on foot. This is a
time to connect with our neighbors as well as our own community of faith.
OCTOBER 4 IS OUR ANIMAL/PET BLESSING DAY
Bring your (properly restrained) pets to our church for a special BLESSING SERVICE on Sunday, October 4 at 4p.
We will convene on the front lawn (pet snacks and water will be available!). Photos of animals (printed or on a
smartphone) may also be blessed if you cannot bring your pet to the church. This is always a highlight for our church
and community. Invite neighbors to attend as well. We will practice safe distancing while giving God thanks for our
animal companions.
UNITED METHODIST MEN’S NEWS
Our United Methodist Men will give away biscuits on the front lawn of the church Sunday, October 4 from 9a to 9:30a.
Any men who want to volunteer should contact the church office as soon as possible. Methodist Men will meet at
Turk’s on Scales Street on October 4 at 5p. Join us for this time of fellowship and planning for activities and ministries
in the coming months.
NEW FOR OCTOBER—The Methodist Men are sponsoring a CAR WASH FUNDRAISER October 18 to 26. You can
take your cars to the Car Wash at 1404 Freeway Drive. Using the drive thru lane, punch in code 2020. Main Street
Methodist Men will receive 50% of your purchase for that wash. Go as many times as you can; take all of your cars for
a good cleaning! (the car wash is adjacent to the Valero Convenient Store/Gas Station).

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Help and Support for the United Methodist Women Thrift Sale…
Anyone who is available and able is invited and encouraged to help set up
for the UMW thrift sale. We will be in the fellowship hall from 9 until 1 on
Monday, October 5 through Wednesday, October 7. All help will be appreciated and needed. The sale will be on Thursday, October 8 through Saturday,
October 10 from 8:00 to 1:00 each day. Help will be needed for sale days
too.
All donations may be brought to the fellowship hall. Plastic bags are needed
also. Please consider your own health situation before volunteering so we
can do this project safely.
During the sale days, we will only use the back entrance to the fellowship hall. This door will stay
open and all who enter must wear a mask. The number of people will be limited to 25 (including
the workers) and everyone must stay in the fellowship hall. No one may enter for the sale through
the front doors. Parking is available in the lot at the back of the church.
PLAYSCHOOL UPDATES
As our Playschool considers resuming for the fall and how to do it safely for all involved, we will be meeting to make
more detailed plans on MONDAY, OCTOBER 5, AT 11A. Members of our Playschool Committee include Lynn Peel,
Lew Peoples, Sandra Dickens, Phyllis Perkinson, and Meryl Murphy. Our Playschool has traditionally provided a
warm and nurturing place for “first school experiences” for our children and those children in our community.

OCTOBER HOUSE CHURCH FELLOWSHIP
Our house fellowship events have worked really, really well! We are so appreciative of those who have offered their
home spaces for these gatherings. We have had about 10 persons (plus, in some cases) at each event. The last house
fellowship event is set for October 11 at 1230p.

SERMON ON THE MOUNT STUDY CONTINUES IN OCTOBER
Join us on Mondays at 7p or Tuesdays at 1p (via Zoom) for our “Sermon on the Mount” bible study this fall.
We are taking a detailed look at Matthew 5-7 and considering the historical and theological context of this
incredible passage of scripture in the bible. All are welcome…at any time that suits!
AN ADDITION OF PUZZLES IN OUR LIBRARY
Judy Hill has donated a variety of puzzles to our Church Library for everyone’s enjoyment. You are invited to drop by
the church (always call first to make sure someone’s in the office) and take a look at the many puzzle sets we have on
hand. Take what you like and enjoy the opportunity to “create” something special in your own home. We are thankful
for these wonderful gifts to our church and for the pleasure they will bring to people for months to come.
LUNCH AND LEARN ON OCTOBER 25
Everyone is invited to our Lunch and Learn sessions following the 11a worship service in our dining/fellowship hall.
For this Fall, we are looking at the life and teaching of Thomas Aquinas. Aquinas was one of the most influential
thinkers in the history of Christianity and in western civilization. We are considering his views on God, angels, evil,
morality, sex, war, abortion, and politics and how those views shape much of the church’s position on similar points of
interest today. (The last Lunch and Learn for this year will be on November 15).

CHILDREN’S HALLOWEEN EVENT
This year’s Halloween celebration will definitely look different compared to past
celebrations. But, we are planning an event that will begin at 5p. This year we
are considering a Halloween Chute that we will construct in our portico area.
Children will be able to pass by the Chute and receive candy. This will enable us
to connect with kids and families in a safer way this year. We will continue to
explore other possibilities for this event in light of guidelines set forth by our city,
our state and the Center for Disease Control. We will need several volunteers this
year (we will not do the traditional “trunk or treat”). Watch your email for further details.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
“FALL BACK”

Daylight Saving Time will END on Sunday, November 1. Be sure
to set your clocks BACK on Saturday, October 31 (before you go
to bed) and enjoy your EXTRA HOUR OF SLEEP!
ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
All Saints Sunday is November 1 at Main Street. This is a special day in the life of our church
where we remember our loved ones who have died and entered The Church Triumphant! Names
will be called out at our worship services, candles lighted in memory of loved ones and you may
bring special photos or other tangible remembrances for our “Memory Table.” Please contact the
Church office to submit the names of your loved ones to be remembered.
AN ELECTION QUIET DAY PLANNED AT MAIN STREET
We are planning for an Election Quiet Day on Tuesday, November 3 from 12 to 2p. You are invited
to come by at any time to pray for our nation and for a way through the election process that brings
some sense of honor and integrity to our nation. At 12p and 1p, we will have readings from scripture and a spoken meditation followed by 45 minutes (each hour) of quiet reflection and fervent
prayer! At 2p, we will pronounce a final benediction for this time. At 6p, in our Sanctuary, we will
have a brief Service of Holy Communion (until 630p). Please join us in prayer—in person or from
the comfort of your own home. This is a time to be dedicated to prayer. Our nation is dependent
on it.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
GETTING READY FOR THANKSGIVING AT MAIN STREET
With Thanksgiving Day approaching on Thursday, November 26, we are facing a number of wonderful opportunities to serve our community.
 We will be offering a Thanksgiving Day Service for a second year at 1030a. Details about the
service will be announced at a later date. For safety’s sake (during a pandemic), we might offer
the service on the front lawn of the church with Coffee & Sweet Rolls at 1015a for our church
and community.
 We will, again, host the Thanksgiving Day Meal for the city of Reidsville and surrounding area.
This year, because of COVID-19, we will only offer the meal in terms of take-out and delivery
(no eat-in). We will need a lot of volunteers! An organizational meeting will be held on Sunday, October 25, at 5p.
 This year, we will also prepare 10 “THANKSGIVING BAGS” for those who might need them.
The bags will be distributed with specific food items and a turkey. We will publish a list of
things we need; if you wish, you may bring your items closer to the week prior to Thanksgiving.
With so many difficult days behind us, now is a good time to see how these opportunities can make
a positive difference for people in our community going into the holiday season.

FLOWER CONTRIBUTIONS
Providing flowers for our Sunday worship is a way to remember a loved one, give thanks
or honor someone important in your life. Donations for flowers may be made for any Sunday by contacting the church office. We have people who are willing to create a floral arrangement (or two). We have a florist that we “trade with” (arrangements can be secured
for about $40 per arrangement depending on what a person is looking for).

FACEBOOK
Our Facebook Page has seen quite a “spike” in “likes” since the beginning of COVID-19. To receive updates, announcements, and information related to our schedule, please go to our Facebook page and “like” it. Invite your friends to “like” our page as well. You can also go to our website and click the link to see our worship services each week (top of the website). Our web address
is mainstumc.asuscomm.com.

ONLINE GIVING
We are continuing to receive online donations for the church. You may go to our website
(mainstumc.asuscomm.com), look to the left menu column and click on “online giving.” This will
take you to the giving page where you may enter your information and desired gift amount. It is
fast, and it is a safe way to continue supporting your church financially. Thank you for your support!

REFLECTIONS ON THE HURRICANE SEASON
In the past few weeks, there have been some significant storms that have ravaged parts of our
country. One resource that is available to help people put their lives back together is our own United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR). When monies are channeled through UMCOR,
100% of those monies find their ways back into communities that have been hard-hit by storms.
You are invited to make a contribution to UMCOR (make your checks/envelopes to Main Street and
on the memo line mark it UMCOR). We will receive these donations any time, but specifically
throughout October and then make our contribution. Let’s make it a goal to send $1000 to UMCOR
and make a difference in the lives of persons who have struggled this past storm season.

Scripture Readers for October 2020
Oct. 4 Oct. 11 Oct. 18 Oct. 25 -

9am– Karen Daniel
9am– Anne Scott
9am– Martha Carroll
9am– Jim Carroll

11am– Chuck Clark
11am - Susan Clark
11am– Tommy Matherly
11am– Vicky Alston

Ushers/Greeters for October 2020
Oct. 4 Oct. 11 Oct. 18 Oct. 25 -

Melvin & Judy Hill
Johnny & Becky Hoover
Marvin Bullock & John Noell
Jim Dunn & Angie Stallings

Offering Counters for October 2020
Oct. 4 Oct. 11 Oct. 18 Oct. 25 -

Ann Marie Noell & Joanna Gibbs
Chuck Clark & Becky Hoover
Susan Clark & Angie Stallings
Susan Hall & Jim Dunn

William "Pete" Parks
by Hunter Davis
by Rev. Joe Tarpley
Jerry Scott
by Hunter Davis
by Rev. Joe Tarpley
Louise Parker
by Hunter Davis
by Everette & Sallie Sykes
Patrick Griffin
by Hunter Davis
Nancy Powell
by Rev. John & Peggy Burton
by Rev. Joe Tarpley
John "Buck" Holderby
by Everette & Sallie Sykes
by Rev. Joe Tarpley
Sybil Jones
by Rev. Joe Tarpley
June Mooney-Riggs
by Rev. Joe Tarpley

Pastor's Discretionary Fund
Kitchen Fund
Pastor's Discretionary Fund
Memorial Fund
Pastor's Discretionary Fund
Kitchen Fund
Pastor's Discretionary Fund
Memorial Fund
Memorial Fund
Choir Fund
Kitchen Fund
Memorial Fund
Memorial Fund

Tim Goodman (for the sign out front)
by Doug & Connie Marrs

Kitchen Fund

Bradley Goodman (for the sign out front)
by Doug & Connie Marrs

Kitchen Fund

Connie Marrs

by Rivers & Mary Anne Upchurch

Kitchen Fund

SCHOLARSHIP THANK YOU NOTES:
Dear Main Street United Methodist Church,
Thank you so much for my generous Sands scholarship for this semester. My family and I
are very grateful for our church and the aid this scholarship provides, especially in this
time of uncertainty. I am very thankful to have such a loving and supportive church family
and continue to pray for everyone's health and safety during this time.
Love,
Anna Brady
Thank you so much for your continued support of my higher education pursuits. As I begin
my dissertation research and internship. I am especially thankful to have funding assistance
after leaving a full time position to complete my degree. Thank you for your generosity in
helping local students pursue their educational goals!
With blessings,
Carrie Brandon Moore
Dear Ellen Garner Scholarship Committee,
I would sincerely like to thank you for the opportunity you have given me to continue my education. The scholarship award is greatly appreciated. Again, thank you so much for investing
in my future.
Best Regards,
Kyler Whicker
Dear Scholarship Committee,
Thank you so much for your continued support while I work toward my masters degree. I am
so grateful for all of the support my church family has given me over the years.
Elizabeth Matherly

Church Family: Everette Sykes; Ramona Setliff; Charlie Setliff; Jimmy Waynick; Tommie Ward; John Noell; Geoff Peoples; Sandra Apple; John & Peggy Burton; Eileen Shepperson; all homebound members; members in nursing facilities; our church and one another.
In the Community: Rosalie Pickard; Judy Moore; Ashley Taylor; Barbara Moyer; Renee
Griffiths; Tammi Romine (friend of Martha Carroll’s); Matt Ritchie (Friend of JD and Jan Paschal); Bob Deal and Family; Bill Hanes (Jan Paschal’s brother);Mike Tabor; Lisa Diedrich(Joe
McAllister’s Mom);Douglas Diedrich (Joe’s Stepdad); Stacy Setliff; Joe & Nina Chandler
(health issues);Jordan Massey; GW (resident of Avante); Mayanna Guisinger; Brenda Cayton; Theresa Kocher; Helen Lovins; Brenda Odell; Tish Gemmill (esophageal cancer, Marguerite’s sister); Steve (Tyke) Allen (stroke); Deborah Caskey-Slamon; Iris Conner (Norma’s
Aunt); Randy Abercrombie (cancer) & family; Bill Schaur (cancer, member of Sunnycrest
Church); Tommiann Hill; Nancy Baker (Mary Ella’s Sister); Suzanne Cotter (friend of Laura
Craddock); Tamesia Bondurant (Beth Booker’s mom); Dianna Addison (Tom Hardy’s Aunt);
the Dollyhigh Family; Taylor; Stacey Cantoni (Joe McAllister’s sister); Ron Wheeler; Gary
Powers (friend of Terry Brown); Mitch Mason (UNC FCA Chaplain); Selena (and her mother,
and Bubbles) ; Dona Clark (heart problems, Norma’s Sister); Caroline Hill (cancer, Norma’s
Niece); our neighbors at Kyangwali; Judy Gonzalez; Lisa Stadler & family on the loss of Bill
Stadler ; the world.
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