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THE CHURCH IS DYING  
This may not be the best news.  But, to the point, the church as we know it is dying.  Oh, the death is 
a rather slow one; but the fact remains the same.  I'm not talking about United Methodism (the tradi-
tion to which we belong), but most expressions of the Christian church in America are in decline.   
  
People describe the church in a variety of ways.  Some of the vocabulary used to describe the 
church include words  like narrow-minded, judgmental, mean spirited, political, irrelevant.  Maybe 
these words do not describe Main Street; maybe some do.  These words are part of how people in 
general perceive the church in general.  Sadly, more and more are choosing to opt out of church at-
tendance every day.   
  
What are some good reasons not to attend church?  Here are a few--  
1.  the message seems political; the good news about Jesus seems less at the forefront  
2.  many feel they are told there is only one way to interpret the bible; you cannot question scripture  
3.  you get a verdict about who is saved and who is not  
4.  you get the impression that you are not allowed to embrace your faith and some of the modern 
scientific perspectives  
5.  church feels like a social club; it does not feel like a faith community 
6.  worship services are boring and sermons are boring, irrelevant 
  
I think that when Jesus was walking along the Galilean sea to recruit followers, he was after a move-
ment--not necessarily a church.   He didn't quiz folks about their doctrine or theology.  He did not de-
mand a particular political perspective.  He invited them to experience a life-changing adventure that 
had everything to do with their relationship to God.  I think that when I consider those first followers of 
Jesus, they seemed more, from beginning to end, works-in-progress.   
  
I wonder what Jesus would say today about the church and what it has become?  Would he con-
demn us or encourage us to condemn others?  Do you think Jesus would engage us in conversation 
about the latest political drama here in America?  Or, would he invite us, like he did Peter and John 
and Matthew and Mary and Martha and the rest to just follow him?  Would he encourage us to come 
along beside him even if we do not understand or have all of the answers?   
  
I am not sure what the future holds for the church.  Maybe I do not have to worry about trying to save 
the church.  Perhaps my challenge is...perhaps our challenge is, in our time and in our place at Main 
Street and in Reidsville, to simply follow Jesus.  I wonder--will everything else ultimately fall into 
place?   
  
May God continue to bless all our efforts in the days ahead.   
  
Regards,  Joe 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
Betsy 

Cresenzo 

 

SPRC  

Meeting-7p 

2 3 
Emily 

Bunton 
Sidewalk 

Evening  

Prayer-5:45p 

4 5 

6 
Sarah Ross 
 

UMM  

Breakfast 

“Give away”- 

9a  

7 8 
Martha 

Carroll 

Kathy Roupp 

 

Sip Coffee-3p 

9 
Ann 

Jernigan 

Betty Ross 

House Church 

Fellowship– 

6:15p 

10 
Mary Hardy 
Gabe  

Parker  

Sidewalk 

Evening  

Prayer-5:45p 

11 12 

13 
Mark Perkinson 

Marcia Shreve 

Lemonade on 

the Lawn  

UMM Meet @ 

Turk’s-5p 

14 
House Church 

Fellowship– 

10:30a 

15 
Edmund 

Thomas 

Shirlee 

Griffiths 

Finance  

Meeting-7p 

16 
Ivan 

Tarpley 

 

Zoom –4p 

17 
Sidewalk 

Evening  

Prayer-5:45p 

18 
Bill &  

Marcia 

Shreve 

19 

20 
Barbara 

Graves 

Chris & 

Chelsea  

Carlan 

Youth Outing  

21 
Kristopher 

Perry 

22 
Zai Graves 

Ben Skrobola 
Alex &  
Donna Rothrock 

Intercessory 

Prayer-10:30a 

23 24 
Cherri &  

David Mooney 
5:45- Sidewalk  

Evening Prayer 

3p- Crave 

 Nutrition 

25 
Reid 

Solomon 
House Church 

Fellowship– 

6:30p 

26 
Pam &  

Julius Fargis  

27 
John Aswell 
         John & 

        Sherri 

Kolessar  

Lunch & 

Learn—12p 

28 
Joyce Tranbarger 

Lauren Perry 
           Lew &  
           Mike  

           Peoples  

Bible Study-7p 
Thrift Sale Pricing  

29 
Gary Law  
Intercessory 

Prayer-10:30a 

30 
Marvin  

Bullock 

Deana 

Thomas  

   



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
FLOWERS FOR WORSHIP  
Anyone wishing to place flowers at the altar for Sunday worship is asked to sign up (you may do so 
by contacting the church’s office).  Placing flowers in honor of or in memory of someone you love 
is a wonderful expression of thanksgiving for that person’s life.  There are several ways to provide 
flowers.  You may bring your own flowers to place, have one of our church members arrange flow-
ers for you or you may contact (or we are glad to contact) our Church’s florist to arrange your flow-
ers and deliver them to the Church.  (many options!).   Thank you for this special “gift” to enhance 
weekly worship at Main Street Church. 

NOTICE SIGNAGE IN/AROUND THE CHURCH  
Due to COVID-19, we have placed a number of signs around the church for your consideration as you may 
come and go.  Please pay close attention to what is printed and follow the directions accordingly.  Remember 
always… Wash Your Hands, Wear a Mask , Wait a distance of 6 feet between you and your neighbor.   To-
gether, we can maintain a safe and secure environment for the welfare of everyone.  

MEETINGS FOR SEPTEMBER  
Note the Staff Parish Relations Committee Meeting is set for Tuesday, September 1 at 7p.  Members are Par-
ker Turpin, Angie Stallings, Chuck Clark, Craig Dickens, Martha Carroll, Mary Carr, Natalie Aswell, Connie 
Marrs, Kay Dunn, and Karen Daniel.  
 

The Finance Committee is scheduled to meet on Tuesday, September 15 at 7p.  Members are Melvin Hill, 
Jim Dunn, Parker Turpin, Ann Jernigan, Pam Blackstock, Larry McDowell, Angie Stallings, Chuck Clark, 
and Doug Marrs.   

COMMUNION ON SEPTEMBER 6  
We have been holding back from offering a service of Holy Communion for the past few months until we 
had certain logistics in place that would provide safety for serving.  Now, we believe we are prepared to 
serve at 9a and 11a on Sunday, 9/6.  Our services, for the time being, will continue to be abbreviated 
(including this service of Holy Communion).    

MEETING WITH JOE IN PERSON AND VIRTUALLY  
For September, Joe will be available to meet with any who are available live and on line.  Here’s a schedule 
for the coming month:   

 September 8, 3p @ Sip Coffee  
 September 16, 4p via ZOOM (invites will be sent to those with an email address)  
 September 24, @3p @ Crave Nutrition  

SIDEWALK EVENING PRAYER CONTINUES ON THURSDAYS  
Join us on Thursday evenings for a brief time of prayer and praise at 545p in front of our church building 
(outside).   Here, we meet with one another and sometimes with people from the larger community to share 
concerns, reading scriptures and offer our prayers on behalf of the community of faith.   

SUNDAY SCHOOL FORUM  
Our Sunday morning forum continues in September at 10a (gather at 945a) in our fellowship hall.  We have 
carefully orchestrated the chairs, spacing, etc… so that those who are so inclined may come together for a 40 
minute Sunday School lesson.  We will continue our study of Hebrews through September 6.  Our next topic 
will be to examine excerpts from Bob Goff’s Dream Big.  You may order this book online or contact the 
church’s office and we will get you a copy.  The book explores a journey to rediscover your dreams and how 
you might turn them into reality/how to reach your larger-than-life-dreams.   
We are exploring the re-introduction of our Youth Sunday School class in September.  Youth will be con-
tacted directly about when we re-convene.   

PRESCHOOL NEWS AND REOPENING  
We are reluctant to open up our PreSchool this coming month due to issues related to COVID-19 and the 
health and safety of our participants and staff.   At this point, we are planning on an early November re-
opening.   We are sorry to have to pass this information on, but feel this is the best option for us in the weeks 
ahead.    



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
HOUSE CHURCH FELLOWSHIPS BEGIN IN SEPTEMBER  
For the month of September (an through October 11), we will be launching a series of “house church fellow-
ships.”  You are invited to take a look at the schedule here, to see about a date/time/place that suits you best 
and join us for an 1 hour & a half opportunity to visit with your church friends, share a meal or refreshments 
together and simple enjoy one another’s company!   Food will be provided; you do not have to bring any-
thing.  YOU DO HAVE TO SIGN UP IN ADVANCE.  We will “cap” the attendance at about 10 persons per 
location.  We urge you to not enter into anyone’s house (use the bathroom before you go).  We will employ 
all of the best safety measures possible for these events (sanitizers, masks if necessary; do not attend if you 
are not feeling well or if someone in your house has been sick).  Here is the schedule:    

 Sandwiches and Salads at the home of Connie & Doug Marrs on Wednesday, September 9 at 
615p  

 Tea Time at the home of Sherri Kolessar on Monday, September 14 at 1030a  
 Supper at the home of John & Becky Hoover on Friday, September 25 at 630p  
 Sunday Dinner at the home of Joe & Veranita on Sunday, October 11, at 1230p 

Once you determine which fellowship time/house you will attend, please contact the church to sign up.  
Everyone has to sign up in advance in order to attend. 

REMEMBERING 9/11  
At both our 9a and 11a worship services, we will be remembering the heroes and victims of 9/11.  Addition-
ally, we will offer prayers for peace for our country and for all in our world.  Join us in person or on line for 
this special time of prayer.   

LEMONADE ON THE LAWN...    
We will be serving Lemonade on Sunday, September 13 after the 11a worship ser-
vice.  Meet us on the patio in front of the sanctuary building for lemonade served and en-
joyed at a safe and proper distance!     

MEN’S MEETINGS & BREAKFASTS  
Our United Methodist Men will meet on Sunday, September 13 at 5p @ Turk’s on Scales Street.  Join us for 
this time of fellowship and brief meeting.   
The Men sponsor the breakfast “give away” on Sunday morning, September 6 at 9a (on the front patio of the 
church.  Volunteers are needed (at least 2) to give away biscuits.   

CENTERING AND INTERCESSORY PRAYER TO RE-CONVENE  
Last year (Fall & Spring) we launched and successfully had a centering and intercessory prayer time in our 
Sanctuary on Tuesdays.   We are re-convening that opportunity beginning Tuesday, September 15 at 1030a.   
You are invited to join us for this time of quiet, prayer, and sharing of concerns for our church, community 
and nation/world. We will run the prayer time through Tuesday, December 15.   

YOUTH MEET ON SEPTEMBER 20  
Our Youth will meet for an outing on Sunday, September 20.  We will leave Main Street Church at 4p and 
head to Bog Garden @ Benjamin Park in Greensboro, walk the gardens and then have a pizza supper at 
Brixx Pizza.   We should return home at approximately 730p.  Contact the office if you are going (sign up) or 
contact Joe by text at 336-613-3085 or email jtarpley.1@netzero.com.    

OUR NEXT LUNCH & LEARN  
Join us for our next Lunch & Learn on September 27 at noon.  We will continue our conversation about the 
Christian thinker Thomas Aquinas.   An RSVP list is located in the Commons area or you may contact the 
church’s office to sign up.  Lunch will be served!   

mailto:jtarpley.1@netzero.com


 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
MUSIC CONCERT 
Michael and Sara Wood will be performing Old Time music featuring dulcimers and guitar 
on September 27th at 7pm in the church parking lot.  This is an outdoor concert, guests 
are asked to wear a mask as they are able and bring lawn chairs. 

MAIN STREET WILL HAVE A PET BLESSING on Sunday, October  4 at 4p.   Plan now to bring your 
animal friends (or some representation of your animal friend or a special memory of a past animal friend) to 
the church for this special service that honors God's love for all creatures great and small!     

The annual United Methodist Women’s Thrift Sale will be 
October 8, 9, and 10,  2020.   Items for the sale will need to 
be put in the room to the left when going down the ramp to-
ward the church offices.  Work on pricing items will begin on 
Monday, September 28, 2020.    Thank you in advance for 
donating your good used clothing, household items, 
toys, books and furniture.  Plastic shopping bags are also 
needed for purchases.  Anyone who is available to help with 

pricing items, or the sale, is encouraged to come and help with the project.  Please consid-
er your own health concerns and do not participate if you are not comfortable.  Masks will 
be required by workers and shoppers and the number of people in the fellowship hall will 
be limited.  Contact Lew Peoples or Sandra Dickens for more information. 

YOU CAN NOW GIVE ONLINE TO MAIN STREET CHURCH  
From your own computer/phone device, you can now give electronically!   Access our website at 
mainstumc.asuscomm.com and click on the “online giving” tab at the left menu listing.  You will be 
taken to a secure on line giving site where you can create a very simple profile.  You may set up 
one time gifts or recurring gifts to our church.  Again, this is safe and secure; it is an easy way to 
contribute to our church for the ministries that we initiate for our faith community, the larger commu-
nity and beyond.  Thank you for your ongoing support!   

FALL BIBLE STUDY  
What must it have been like to hear Jesus deliver the Sermon on the Mount?  What did his words mean to 
people in the crowd?  How did it change their lives?  What do his words mean to us today and how do they 
change our lives?  Did his listeners interpret the sermon as we do now?  For several weeks, we will explore 
Matthew 5-7 and the major topics in this most popular sermon ever delivered!  We will examine the sermon 
using historical, theological and biblical insights (particularly the Hebrew scriptures) as well as moral teach-
ings.  Our study begins on September 28 at 7p in our fellowship hall.  It will be repeated online (via “zoom”) 
on Tuesdays at 1p (for 40 minutes).   

Snack/Hygiene Kit Ministry  
We are in need of toothpaste (large tubes) and deodorant for our hygiene kits that are distributed to 
the community on the first Wednesday of the month.  Donations can be dropped off in the commons 
area.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Volunteers are needed for the 11am Sunday Worship Services to record attendance , 
check temperatures, usher, and serve communion. Please contact the church office at 336-
349-3432 if you would like to volunteer.  



 

 

Ushers/Greeters for September 2020 
 

Sept. 6-  Ed & Linda Thomas   
Sept. 13-  Steve & Mary Sue Shelton
Sept. 20 - John Noell & Marvin Bullock  
Sept. 27-  Hal & Donna Griffin  

Scripture Readers for September 2020 
 

             Sept. 6-    9am-Jim Carroll                                                    11am-Angie Stallings  
             Sept. 13– 9am– TBA                                                             11am -Mary Sue Shelton  
             Sept. 20 - 9am– Doug Marrs                                                 11am-TBA  
             Sept. 27-  9am– Kay Dunn                                                    11am– Hal Griffin  

 

 

Hilda Johnson  

by Vicky Alston Kitchen Fund 

by James Festerman Kitchen Fund 

  

Nancy Powell  

by Jo Chilton, Stacey Gunn, Kelly 
Gunn, Morgan Gunn Cox, Monica 
Gunn Butt, Garett Butt  Kitchen Fund 

by Bobby & Flo Wilkerson Memorial Fund 

by John & Ann Marie Noell Pastor's Discretionary Fund 

 
Tim &  Lisa Goodman  

by Angie Stallings General Fund 

Bradley Goodman  

by Angie Stallings General Fund 

Offering Counters for September 2020 
 

Sept. 6-  Ann Marie Noell & Joanna Gibbs  
Sept. 13-  Chuck Clark & Becky Hoover 
Sept. 20 - Susan Clark & Angie Stallings  
Sept. 27-  Susan Hall & Jim Dunn 

STEPS FOR PREVENTING ILLNESS  
Here are some basic steps to continue protecting yourself from being exposed to the 
 coronavirus-2019 disease:    
--wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds especially after you 
have been in a public place, after blowing your nose, coughing or sneezing  
--avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands  
--if soap and water are unavailable, use hand sanitizer  
--avoid close contact with people who are sick  
--put distance between yourself and other people  (especially important for people who are at 
a higher risk of getting very sick ) 
--stay home if you are sick or have been around someone who is/has been sick 
--cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze or use the inside of 
your elbow  
--throw used tissues in the trash  
--wear a facemask as often as possible--especially in public places.  Do not over-think the 
value of a facemask; it helps!  It reduces the spread of disease!   



 

 

SCHOLARSHIP THANK YOU NOTES: 
 

Thank you for continuing to support my educational journey. Words cannot express how much your 
support has meant to me over the past four years! I will forever be thankful for the impact that you 
have had on my life. 
Sincerely, 
Caroline Cummings 
 
Thank you for the continuous support throughout my college career. 
Sincerely, 
Drew Dickens 
 
I just wanted to say thank you so much for helping support my education over the years. Your sup-
port has truly been a blessing to me and I will always be forever grateful. May God continue to 
bless each and everyone of you as you continue to help others. 
Sincerely, 
Cheyenne Moore 
 
Thank you so much for the incredible opportunity to receive this scholarship. I am so grateful and 
appreciative to be able to receive this scholarship. As I complete my fall semester of education, I 
am extremely thankful for this opportunity. Thank you so much! 
Sincerely, 
Parker Sutton 
 
To say thank you for the very generous tuition/book scholarship check is not enough! I was so very 
excited and overcome to have received the money for my first year at UNC! It has always been a 
dream of mine to attend UNC and be a Tarheel!!  I am very excited to begin this journey and your 
contribution is helping to make that possible. I am majoring in Biology with a minor in Spanish. My 
hope is to become a pediatrician. Thank you again so much for your generosity! 
Sincerely, 
Sydney Hladilek 
 
I want to thank you so much for the very generous check that funded my fall semester at RCC. I 
am very grateful for all the monetary assistance provided. I am looking forward to a successful 20-
21 school year. 
Sincerely, 
Garret Hladilek 
 
I am writing to express my gratitude for being a renewal recipient of the Claire Huneycutt Sands 
Memorial Scholarship. This award has a tremendous impact on my education as I continue to pur-
sue my Doctorate in Veterinary Medicine from North Carolina State University College of Veterinary 
Medicine. I have just begun my second year as a veterinary student. This year will be a bit different 
due to COVID-19, as the college has transitioned to a majority online curriculum, with a few in-
person laboratories. I still plan to pursue a career in equine medicine upon graduation. During this 
past spring semester I was elected Secretary for the Student Chapter of the American Association 
of Equine Practitioners (SCAAEP). Additionally, I was elected as SCAAEP’s Junior Horseman’s 
Youth Day Coordinator. Horseman’s Youth Day is a summer equine veterinary camp for the youth 
that is put together by SCAAEP. Unfortunately, the camp for summer 2020 was canceled, however 
I have begun planning for the summer of 2021. I hope to make the camp a great experience for the  
youth and inspire future veterinarians. During this past spring semester, I was employed as a veter-
inary assistant at NCSU CVM’s Large Animal Hospital. I will continue to work weekend shifts 
throughout the 2020-2021 school year, taking care of the horses and other animal patients that 
come to the hospital. I am extremely grateful to be starting my second year at the College of Veteri-
nary Medicine, with the help of the financial assistance from the Sands Scholarship. Thank you 
again for the renewal of the Scholarship. I am blessed by your support, which will help me to 
achieve my goal of obtaining my Doctorate in Veterinary Medicine. Thank you very much for your 
generosity. 
Sincerely, 
Grace Scott   



 

 

SCHOLARSHIP THANK YOU NOTES CONTINUED:  
 

Dear Mr. Pollock, 
You and the selection committee are so kind to consider my daughter, Parker Sutton, for the 
Ellen Garner Scholarship. We were both so surprised and thrilled to receive the scholarship 
award letter! Parker has wanted to be a teacher for years and is so thankful to have your 
support in her journey, as am I ! Thank you for your generosity and support of our future 
teachers. 
Warmest Regards, 
Kristin Sutton 
 
Thank you so much for awarding me this generous scholarship!  I am very appreciative and 
wanted you all to know that this will help further my education tremendously. I am currently a 
first-year student at UNC Chapel Hill as an Exercise Science Major, and with your help, my 
college journey is off to a great start! Again, thank you for being a huge part of my education-
al journey! 
Sincerely, 
Taylor Robertson  
 
Thank you so much for the scholarship you awarded me for the Fall semester. Unfor-
tunately, with things looking different in our lives, I felt it most sensible for me to 
make the decision change in my college choice. I appreciate your support throughout 
that change. I am truly grateful for the support of the Sands Committee as well as my 
entire church family. I am looking forward to my new adventure! 
Love, 
Alden Kolessar  

 
 
 
Church Family: Everette Sykes; Ramona Setliff; Charlie Setliff; Jimmy 
Waynick; Tommie Ward; John Noell; Geoff Peoples; Sandra Apple; John & Peg-
gy Burton; Eileen Shepperson; all homebound members; members in nursing 
facilities; our church and one another. 

 
In the Community: Rosalie Pickard; Judy Moore; Ashley Taylor; Barbara 
Moyer; Renee Griffiths; Tammi Romine (friend of Martha Carroll’s); Matt Ritchie 
(Friend of JD and Jan Paschal); Bob Deal and Family; Bill Hanes (Jan Pas-
chal’s brother);Mike Tabor; Lisa Diedrich(Joe McAllister’s Mom);Douglas Die-
drich (Joe’s Stepdad); Stacy Setliff; Joe & Nina Chandler (health issues);Jordan 
Massey; GW (resident of Avante); Mayanna Guisinger; Brenda Cayton; Theresa 
Kocher; Helen Lovins; Brenda Odell; Tish Gemmill (esophageal cancer, Mar-
guerite’s sister); Steve (Tyke) Allen (stroke);  Deborah Caskey-Slamon; Iris Con-
ner (Norma’s Aunt); Randy Abercrombie (cancer) & family; Bill Schaur (cancer, 
member of Sunnycrest Church); Tommiann Hill; Nancy Baker (Mary Ella’s Sis-
ter); Suzanne Cotter (friend of Laura Craddock); Tamesia Bondurant (Beth 
Booker’s mom); Dianna Addison (Tom Hardy’s Aunt); the Dollyhigh Family; Tay-
lor; Stacey Cantoni (Joe McAllister’s sister); Ron Wheeler; Gary Powers (friend 
of Terry Brown); Mitch Mason (UNC FCA Chaplain); Selena (and her mother, 
and Bubbles) ; the world. 
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